
COOMBE HILL INFANTS’ SCHOOL

Friday 3 November 2023

Dear Families,

It is lovely to see your children back refreshed after their half term break. They have settled back
into the school routines and our learning behaviour is readiness, helped by Piglet. We have
been thinking about the importance of good listening. Please reinforce this at home. We
are also insisting that the children use indoor voices and walk inside school, again it would
be helpful for you to talk about this with your children at home. Next week, we will be
focusing on being Respectful like Winnie the Pooh

We are delighted that the children are enjoying the reading books and bedtime story books which go
home each week. We are finding that quite a few are not being returned or are coming back to
school without the bags. Please could you check to see if you have any at home and return them,
thank you.

Wet weather and boots
The weather has been so wet recently and the adventure playground is extremely muddy and
waterlogged. We are aware that children are going home with very muddy and wet shoes. We
would like to request that each child brings a pair of wellington boots into school. The hope is that
they would stay in school and the children can change into them each playtime. If you are able to
send in boots please ensure they are named and in a bag, we do have some spares if you are unable
to do this. In addition if you have any spare boots that you are able to donate they would be most
welcome. Please could all children now bring a waterproof coat to school, we do play outside when it
is wet and they do need a coat. Again, please ensure all coats are named. Thank you.

Job vacancies
We are currently recruiting teaching assistants and learning support assistants. The jobs are
advertised on eteach. Please follow the links for the job adverts or go directly to eteach if you, or
someone you know, may be interested:
Teaching Assistant - https://www.eteach.com/job/teaching-assistant-1381049
Learning Support Assistant - https://www.eteach.com/job/send-learning-support-assistant-1380962

Communication
We hope that you are happy with the communications you receive from school, please let us know if
you feel there is anything we could do to improve things. It is so important that we work together to
support your child. If you would like to send an email to your child’s class teacher please send it to
admin@chi.rbksch.org rather than directly to the member of staff. The email will be forwarded and
the teacher will get back to you.

Fireworks celebration
It was unfortunate that we had to cancel the Fireworks celebration on Wednesday, we are hoping
that the weather is in our favour on Wednesday 15 November and that the event will be able to go
ahead as planned. Tickets are on sale via https://ticketstripe.com/events/1037088. All tickets
bought for the event on Wednesday 1 November will be valid for the new date. If you cannot make
the new date, then please email chiptachair@gmail.com to arrange a refund.
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Emotional Regulation workshops
Thank you so much to Shakira for running the workshop for parents this morning - there was a good
turnout and the feedback was really positive! Parents really appreciated Shakira’s non judgemental
approach and said that she gave practical advice and useful strategies to use at home. If you were
unable to attend, Shakira is running the same workshop online on Thursday 9th November at 6-7pm
- please contact the office if you would like the link to join.

Important dates for the second half of the Autumn term
Once again, please find attached a link to the key dates for the remainder of the Autumn term.
These dates include the dates for our Christmas concerts and upcoming year group meetings. Please
take the time to read this and make a note of the dates. We may add further dates and these will be
communicated with you via email or the weekly newsletter.
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Q11DJN91r6rqgTlK01q382IxW4KCW408/edit?usp=sharing&
ouid=109721753956510019087&rtpof=true&sd=true

Christmas Fair - request for donations
Please see the letter at the end of this newsletter from the Christmas Fair committee for full details
of the donations that we are requesting for the Christmas Fair on Saturday 2 December, and the
collection dates in school. Thank you so much for your support, this is one of our biggest fundraising
events of the year.

Christmas Fair International food stall
The Celebrating Diversity team is organising the international food stall for the Christmas fair this
year and they have the following request:
“The international food stall is always a very sought after stall so we want to make sure we have
enough food. Everyone is welcome to cook a dish and bring it warm on the day, no matter what time
you will be arriving. If anyone is able to bring food could you please let us know at
chiptadiversity@gmail.com. Please include your name, what type of dish and approximately what
time you will arrive at the fair. Please also let us know if you are able to volunteer on the day, we will
be needing three people every half hour. Dishes that are super helpful to cook can be rice/veg rice,
tomato pasta for the kids and mac and cheese, noodles, mash etc. These always sell out. Feel free to
cook as much or as little as possible. We are aiming for around 10-15 servings from one dish if you
can. Thank you”.

Primary school admissions for September 2024
A reminder to our Year 2 parents and those families who have children due to start Reception in
September 2024 that you must apply for your child’s school place by Monday 15 January 2024. Year
2 parents must all apply for your child’s year 3 place at Coombe Hill Junior school, even though we
are partner schools. Families with younger siblings due to start Reception in September must also
apply for their child’s place, making sure that you state that you already have a sibling in our school
(or the Junior school if they are transferring to year 3). Full details of the admissions process and
important dates are contained in the Primary School Admissions brochure here:
'Admission to Kingston's primary schools for September 2024 entry'

Data collection sheets
Please return the data collection sheet for your child to the school office if you have not done so
already. It is very important that we have up to date information on your child’s emergency contacts.

Name labelling and misplaced items
We would be very grateful if you could all spend some time clearly labelling your child’s clothing and
water bottles. With 270 children in the school it is very easy for items to be misplaced and we can
only return these to your child if they are named very clearly. We try to return misplaced named
items to your child’s coat peg or classroom but sometimes they end up in the lost property box (in
the year one playground - you can look in here during school drop off or pick up). Unnamed items
that are misplaced cannot be returned to your child as we may not know who they belong to.
Unnamed items will be put in the lost property box and if unclaimed by the end of term will be
donated to charity as we cannot store lost items for long. To make things easier for us and to save
time please clearly name all of the following:

● Water bottles
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● Lunchboxes
● Jumpers
● Fleeces
● PE kit
● Coats
● Hats
● Individual gloves
● Scarves
● School shoes and PE trainers
● Wellies
● Any other item of clothing that your child brings to school for non-uniform days/forest school

sessions etc
We appreciate your help with this, thank you.

The Poppy Appeal
We will be selling poppies for the Poppy Appeal at school throughout next week. The children can
bring a donation into school with them (£1 is the suggested amount) and they can come up to the
office during the day to buy a poppy (we also have some other small items in the box for sale). We
are also selling poppies at the school office desk. We will be laying a wreath on behalf of our school
at the war memorial on New Malden High Street on Remembrance Sunday (Sunday 12 November).
For more information see https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/poppy-appeal.

Macmillan coffee morning and cake sale
Thank you to everyone who supported our Macmillan cake sale last term, we raised £299.50 which
we are delighted to pass on to the charity.

Harvest collection
The Ace of Clubs charity have asked us to pass on their thanks to you for your generous donations
and support towards our Harvest festival last term, please see their message below:

Dear Parents and Children,

The Ace of Clubs is most grateful for all the wonderful donations and gifts from your School community. Please
warmly thank them from me and all at the Ace of Clubs. We very much depend on the gifts received during
Harvest Festival time to maintain the level of services we wish to provide to our guests.

Ace of Clubs continues to be increasingly and consistently busy. We provide services throughout the year. The
demand for our services is very high, providing a dining-in or takeaway hot meal. The needs of our guests are
increasingly diverse, and the presenting needs range from immediate issues such as hunger, lack of clothes,
physical ill-health to long term issues including mental health, drug and alcohol dependency, homelessness,
loneliness and isolation.

The cost-of-living crisis has meant that more people are needing to access our services, and that many of those
who already accessed our services are needing to use them more frequently. We are currently seeing between
120-180 people per day for our lunchtime meal service, and this still seems to be rising, meaning more
resources are required to maintain our services.

Your continued support helps the work we do including replenishing our food store for the coming months.

Kind regards

Anna Long
Treasurer
Ace of Clubs
020 7720 2811
@weareaceofclubs

Reception parents and carers - School Health term questionnaire
The School Health team have asked us to remind our Reception parents and carers to respond to the
questionnaire that was sent out earlier this week. Every response helps to further identify the health
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needs of the children in the Borough. You can access the survey by clicking here. The survey has
been extended until 10th November 2023 and takes approximately six minutes to complete.

Flu immunisations - Wednesday 29 November
Please remember to respond to the information we have sent on the flu nasal vaccines that will take
place in school on Wednesday 29 November, administered by the local school healthcare team. All
parents were sent information by email on Monday 9 October. Your child is being offered the live
nasal flu spray or the injectable porcine free flu vaccine. You must give your consent for your child to
receive the vaccine and there is a link to the consent form in the information that has been sent that
must be completed if you want your child to receive the vaccine in school.
The form must be completed by Monday 27 November - the immunisation team cannot accept any
late requests. Please also complete the form even if you do not want your child to receive the
vaccination or if they have received it elsewhere. If you have any queries please contact the School
Immunisation team directly on HRCH.ImmunisationTeamKingstonMailbox@nhs.net or 020 3691
1027 / 1043.

Care for the family - 6 week parenting course - starting Thursday 9 November
Achieving for Children are running a 6 week parenting course at Old Malden children’s centre, KT3
5NB. The course will run on Thursday mornings between 10 - 12 noon and is most suitable for
parents with children up to the age of 5. Topics covered include: Expectations and realities of
parenting, Children’s needs, Play and listening, Parenting styles, Discipline and safety and Building
strong families. For more information please see the poster at the end of this newsletter, the link to
register is here
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJKPDmLaaWjI5tqvmoLmPZPI6RibCtHnpF0synUPGdQr
ruhw/viewform

Pupil Premium Grant
When your child was admitted to the school we checked their eligibility for the Pupil Premium Grant.
Please get in touch with us if your financial circumstances have changed since your child’s eligibility
was checked and you think you may now be eligible. Families entitled to this grant are eligible for
free school trips, a termly after school club and other funded benefits including supermarket
vouchers for the school holidays to cover the cost of the lunchtime meals that your child would
normally receive in school. Please complete the attached link and your status will be re-assessed
https://forms.gle/yrUZKUVsunMns7yc9. You can complete this form at any time if you would like us
to re-check your status and we will let you know if you qualify for the grant. We are an agency for
Foodbank Vouchers and we are able to issue these directly to you. Please email the School Office -
admin@chi.rbksch.org - if you feel in need of this support (email will be checked intermittently), all
requests will be treated in the strictest confidence.

"Helping Children with... " webinars
The Mental Health support team at Achieving for Children have arranged a series of webinars that
they are offering to parents and carers of primary school children this academic year, covering
resilience, friendships and challenging behaviours. Please see the links below. These webinars are
always extremely popular and early booking is advised
Helping Children with... Resilience
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sCHvAORkAH4i0cQ2kYNSeErfFqp0IxEIMf6ndS3aQLA/edit
Helping Children with... Friendships
15th &17th November MHST Workshop: Helping Children with friendships Sign up form
Helping Children with... challenging behaviour
6th & 8th December MHST Workshop: Helping Children with challenging behaviour Sign up Form

Community and other information
We hope you find the following information useful:

● Please find to follow the Kingston Children's Centre programme for Autumn 2, starting
Monday 30th October, via this link: https://tinyurl.com/KCCS-Autumn-2-updated. Families
with children under 5 may find this useful.

● Some of you may be interested in a new venue to hire in Raynes Park, The Pavilion SW20
www.thepavilionsw20.com, see the flyer below.
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● Kingston First have asked us to pass on details of events around Kingston in the run up to
Christmas https://kingstonuponthames.info/christmas-in-kingston

Wishing you a restful weekend.

Warm regards

Janet Berry

Safeguarding

Safeguarding our young children is our priority and all staff are trained to keep children safe.

However, safeguarding is everyone's responsibility and if you are concerned about a child or young

person please call children's services on 020 8547 5008. The South London CAMHS Crisis Line for both

children and adults ​can be reached on 0800 028 8000.

CHRISTMAS FAIR - REQUEST FOR DONATIONS

https://kingstonuponthames.info/christmas-in-kingston













