
COOMBE HILL INFANTS’ SCHOOL
Learn together, grow together

Friday 5 July 2024

Dear Families,

We are very proud of the children and how they managed this exciting week of “change”. The
Reception and Year 1 children visited their new classrooms on Wednesday and met their new
teachers. They spent the whole morning engaged in exciting activities including preparing coat peg
names and artwork for display etc ready for September. The Year 2 children had visits from their
new teachers the day before they spent the whole of Wednesday in the Junior School - this included
having lunch in the Junior Hall where they were looked after by their Year 5 buddies. The children
have talked about their emotions this week - a mixture of excited, anxious, and nervous - so please
take a look at the Shazia workshop information below about helping your child manage these
emotions. Ladybird class will meet their new Hedgehog class teacher, Miss Bransfield, next week and
she is very much looking forward to getting to know them.

This week we have been using our Learning Behaviours to think about Relationships and good
friendships. Rabbit teaches us to listen to our friends, use kind words and to look out for each other.
Next week we will be thinking about how Owl helps us to think about the best
way to learn, to change things if they are not working and think about what we
have learnt.
How parents can help
Encourage children to...

● talk about the day and what they learned and maybe tell them what
you learned today too

● try a different approach if their model/project/drawing is not working
out

● work together to help find solutions

We aim to take a person centred approach and will therefore adapt our relationship and behaviour policy depending on the
child, their age (brain development research), SEND, their lived experiences and any trauma they may have endured.

If there is a child who finds the school environment difficult for whatever reason and is unable at times to follow the school
rules, having discussions with your child at home about how we are all different will really help them to manage their
feelings about this. We use the Equality vs Equity poster with staff to show how some children need more than other

children at times, depending on what they are going through and how they are feeling in that moment. This can be difficult
for all children to understand. Please do let us know if your child is finding this hard and we will take some time to discuss it

with them in more detail.

Relationship and Behaviour policy .docx

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M0R1-SM8ecPkbJw4t4AY0bJniZtqJSUx/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104561977176453312953&rtpof=true&sd=true


Shazia’s Mental Health & Wellbeing Workshops
Thank you so much to those who were able to come to Shazia’s parent workshops which were
focused on helping the children with any worries they may have. Shazia also delivered a workshop to
the children in years 1 & 2. We have been running these workshops for 2 years now and, alongside
our Learning Behaviours, PSHE scheme, and the Zones of Regulation, the children are now so much
more familiar with identifying and naming their feelings as well as using some calming strategies. We
appreciate that many of you would have liked to join Shazia but were unable to attend so please find
the slides below.

● Year 2 Parent Workshop Supporting Your Child's Transition through primary school an…
● Year 2 Children’s Workshop CHI - Worry and transition - year 2

● Year 1 Parent Workshop Responding to your child's worries (year 1 parents) - CHI - 27…
● Year 1 Children’s Workshop CHI Year 1 - Worry Workshop 27th June 2024

We are planning our workshops for next year, so please let us know if you would like to focus on any
particular topics. Speak to Mrs Jakob on the gate, or email admin@chi.rbksch.org.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-5XU_gjYTAAeLkwPc3MN1rQLa0448AzAiqk-_k7y_Dk/edit#slide=id.g11c636db6e0_0_272
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DQRQSuEbr89FMn4eZmHcG2ncmYIUb7kkEHsFjL6FIlg/edit#slide=id.g992d57012a_0_222
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LFvGgHqm5s6_ugF-U4QwQsSxQDLgiYad9JZzx7ovkzw/edit#slide=id.g2e7ffc341ca_0_15
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1HUFI6tqjPscPfMxMiz2jNHVMOPkYDOfwY1oZiFtVkLU/edit#slide=id.g251f02112e1_0_33
https://www.coombehillinfants.com/page/?title=Behaviour+at+CHI&pid=115
https://www.coombehillinfants.com/page/?title=PSHE+and+Relationship+Education&pid=154


Summer Concert
We are looking forward to our Summer Concert on Tuesday morning. Please make your way down to
the adventure playground after drop-off. Please bring your picnic rugs or chairs as there is minimal
seating. Please could we remind you that photographs must only be taken of your own child and not
shared online or via WhatsApp. Thank you for your support. Fingers crossed for good weather. The
event will take around an hour and everyone is welcome!

Whatsapp groups
Whatsapp groups are a good way of communicating with the PTA, fellow parents, and groups of
parents. They are useful for sharing general information. We have been made aware that some
parents are using the platform to discuss the behaviour of individual children, and also staff. Other
parents police the groups generally. If you see individuals being named and discussed please ask the
parent to remove this from the group and to refrain from doing this. Please direct all concerns to us
directly. I attach the Social Media etiquette that we have in place at Coombe Hill.

Social media etiquette 

Attachment Awareness School Award (AASA) - Silver Award
We have received the Silver Attachment Awareness School Award this year, as a recognition of the
commitment we have made and the steps the school has taken, to further develop a culture of
compassion and nurture. This plays a pivotal role in getting our children and young people into a
state of ‘learning readiness’. Huge thanks to Mrs Heard who has led us on this journey.

As a part of the award this year; we introduced Zones of Regulation as a whole school approach,
continued our annual training for staff on Attachment Awareness and Emotion Coaching, adapted
our Relationship and Behaviour Policy further to include more information on Emotion Coaching and
started to develop a child friendly version of this policy. We have also worked closely with Coombe
Hill Juniors and the Mental health support team (Shazia) to provide workshops and training to school
staff, coombe connections staff, parents and children.

The silver award recognises and celebrates best practice in attachment and trauma aware schools
and settings and is all about embedding the approach with all school staff. At Coombe Hill Infants' we
believe strongly that relationships are at the core of everything we do. This is a particular strength of
our school. Well done to all of the children involved in the project this year, their voices, ideas and
input was at the heart of the project and ultimately helped us to achieve the award.

SENCO coffee morning
Thank you to those parents who were able to attend our SEND coffee morning today. It was so lovely
to hear your views, all of which will impact our SEND school action plan next year. Your experiences
are invaluable and really help others on the start of a complicated journey. If you are interested in
finding out more about SEND (special educational needs and disabilities) or have concerns about
your child, whether they are related to SEND or not, please do get in touch with Mrs Heard our
school SENCO via email jheard1@chi.rbksch.org.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tC-WojnO96q_rrTaZrDRWD5eEJ6JMrzzdD0K6rXbigU/edit?usp=sharing


New Reception children - Stay and Play sessions
It was wonderful to finally meet our new Reception children on Wednesday for their Stay and Play
sessions. They enjoyed exploring their classrooms and their Reception patio and meeting their new
teachers and teaching assistants as well as starting to make some new friends, it is such an exciting
time. We do understand that you might have further questions about your child’s start with us in
September, if this is the case please do not hesitate to get in touch with us, however minor you think
your questions might be, we are happy to help you. We will be in touch with those families who did
not attend and possibly arrange a home visit for September before the half day settling in sessions.

Today, we watched The Spark! Book Awards Ceremony to find out the

favourite book in the Early Ready Category. We spotted some of our

children in the videos and one of our children in Year 1, won a prize for her

beautiful poem! Although Out of the Blue was CHI

favourite book the winning book in the Spark Books

Awards 2024 Picture Book category was………

We would recommend all four of these books.

Years 1 & 2 - come and see your child’s writing
Thank you to those year 1 and 2 parents who came into school earlier to visit their child’s classrooms
to see their writing, we hope you found this enjoyable and interesting.

Coombe Hill Schools Summer Raffle
Please follow the link below to buy your raffle tickets now. All proceeds go back into school funds
towards resources for your children and more prizes are being added. Good luck!
https://raffall.com/360490/enter-raffle-to-win-coombe-hill-summer-raffle-hosted-by-coombehillscho
ols

Swimming
The children are continuing to enjoy their swimming sessions and thank you to the many parents
who are continuing to come in to help, and to cover at the last minute to save a session being
cancelled. Swimming couldn't happen without your support. Next week we need help as follows:

- Year 2 - Thursday 11 July - 1 x helper needed in the girls’ changing rooms

Tesco Stronger Starts Token Scheme

As you may remember, we have been accepted as a participant of the Tesco Stronger Starts Scheme.
It is connected to our OPAL (Outdoor Play & Learning) initiative. By being listed as one of 3 schools
and charities, we are guaranteed to be awarded £500 by Tesco to put towards new OPAL items for
our children. However, if Coombe Hill Infant School receives the largest number of blue tokens
across the branches below, we could be presented with £1,500 and then entered into a larger draw

https://raffall.com/360490/enter-raffle-to-win-coombe-hill-summer-raffle-hosted-by-coombehillschools
https://raffall.com/360490/enter-raffle-to-win-coombe-hill-summer-raffle-hosted-by-coombehillschools


to receive £10,000. From now until the 30th September, if you make any purchase from the Tesco
stores listed below, please make sure to request a handful of blue tokens. Once you have received
the tokens from the cashier, or box next to the self-service tills, please enter them into the Coombe
Hill Infant section of the large plastic box. It will be situated close to the till area.

Norbiton Express, KT1 3RT (at the Triangle)
New Malden High Street Express , KT3 4DQ (under the bridge by New Malden train station)
Kingston Thames Express, KT2 5EB (opposite Kingston train station and cinema)
Hook Express, KT9 1EL
Tolworth Express, KT6 7DQ
Chessington Express, KT9 1SG
Surbiton Hook Road Express, KT6 5AR
Worcester Park Express, KT4 7NW

Please don't forget, the more tokens we receive across all of the branches listed, the better chance
we have of winning the £10,000 for our school. Please let your friends, family, street Whatsapp
groups and anyone else who could help grow our token numbers across the local area. All of your
children will benefit hugely from this.

In-year Leavers from Coombe Hill Infants
If your child is leaving Coombe Hill Infants for any reason we require you to complete a Leavers form.
For safeguarding reasons it is essential that we know where they are moving on to, your new address
(where applicable) and that they have joined a new school before we can take them off of our school
roll and offer their place to another child on the waitlist. The Leavers form is attached below, if you
are planning for your child not to rejoin us after the summer holiday for any reason, please speak to
Mrs Reid in the School Office, thank you.
https://forms.gle/r1n1zHYR4K76YkyB8

Parent Survey
Your feedback is so important to us and impacts on further improving our wonderful school. Please
take a few minutes to complete the survey in the link. We will look at every response and form an
action plan from your feedback. Thank you. https://forms.gle/rGwZmLcr5XbigNbn9

Whole class photographs
If you ordered your child’s class photo by 30 June you should have received this in your child’s blue
bag today, we hope you like them.

Donations of school uniform
We would welcome any donations of good quality second hand uniform and are always grateful for
donations of joggers as well. Please drop off any donations to the school office, thank you.

Summer term dates
Please find attached the updated list of important dates for the remainder of the Summer term.

Summer 2 dates 2024.docx.pdf

Community and other information
● Kingston Music Service - Music & Creativity Summer Course

This four day course for 6-11 year olds will involve music making in lots of different ways
including percussion, singing, musical games, learning the keyboard and composing their
own pieces. Students will also work in the library on exciting lego and craft projects as well as
an hour's fun physical activity each day. The course which runs from 10:30 until 15:30 from
29th July to 1st August includes a mid morning snack and lunch each day. The 4 day course
costs £128 with free places available to children on benefit related free school meals through
the FUEL scheme. For more details visit: Musical Opportunities in Kingston

● Friends of Richmond park summer event
Discoverers-Friends of Richmond Park has teamed up with the Hearsum Collection at
Pembroke Lodge to offer families a programme of events for the summer, at the Belvedere,
in Richmond Park. Attached below is a poster for weekly Story Time, a Worms workshop willl
be held on Wednesday 28th August.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MEwtSTRGLf8Z0VDPcv8zuGbBGCAhcNVj/view?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/r1n1zHYR4K76YkyB8
https://forms.gle/rGwZmLcr5XbigNbn9
https://www.kingstonheritage.org.uk/learning/musical-opportunities-kingston/1


● Clarks Measure and Fit Appointment service
For any families interested, you may wish to book a shoe-fitting appointment over the
Summer holiday. Call Clarks Kingston on 0208 546 0388 or visit
www.clarks.com/measureandfit-in-store

● Kingston Museum’s Saxon Fayre
Kingston Museum are holding a Saxon Fayre on Saturday 27 July on Kingston Market Place.
There will be a range of Saxon themed activities taking place including historical
demonstrations and musical performances. The fayre will be free and starts at 11am.

● Old Emanuel Rugby Club - Mini youth rugby - under 5 - 18
Please find to follow a flyer with information about mini youth rugby at Old Emanuels,
everyone is welcome to go along.

● Grow Programme
The Grow Programme are running a project in Kingston to support Mums who want to get
back to work in September by helping them get ready over the summer in July. For more
information and to sign up please go to
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/grow-successful-summer-programme-join-in-july-tickets-93
4402612367

● Love the Ball is running their Summer camp at Coombe Hill over the summer, for more
information and to book please visit https://lovetheball.com/ and see the flyer at the end of
the newsletter.

Wishing everyone a restful weekend.

Warm regards

Janet Berry

Headteacher

Safeguarding

Safeguarding our young children is our priority and all staff are trained to keep children safe.

However, safeguarding is everyone's responsibility and if you are concerned about a child or young

person please call Children's Services on 020 8547 5008. The South London CAMHS Crisis Line for both

children and adults  can be reached on 0800 028 8000.

http://www.clarks.com/measureandfit-in-store
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/grow-successful-summer-programme-join-in-july-tickets-934402612367
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/grow-successful-summer-programme-join-in-july-tickets-934402612367
https://lovetheball.com/

















